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ROUTES FOR DRIVING

General 
Focus: Hand Over Hand Steering, Blind Spot Shoulder Checks, Lane Changes.

Route: The route chosen for this drive is pretty easy to create. Generally students

 are most familiar with the areas around their home and school. Thus, we start out

 driving in these areas or areas similar to them. This quickly will show their skill level.

DOWNTOWN
Focus: One Way Streets, Left Turn on Red, Pedestrian Crossings/Crosswalks

Route: The ultimate focus for this drive is regarding the proper handling of one-way

 streets. Further practice to detail is given when we put more focus on pedestrians,

 different types of vehicles driven in this area, and the amount of attention needed

 when dealing with curb parking.

PARKING
Focus: Angle Parking, Perpendicular Parking, Parallel Parking, Back-up parking.

Route: Much success is achieved and confidence gained when allowing students to

 actually parallel park between two vehicles. We look for a very generous space to

 begin and decrease that amount of that space as the skill is mastered. Parallel is one

 of the easiest parks to teach and quickest to learn. Much more time is spent on how

 to properly perpendicular park. Backing up and, when available, back-up angle

 parking are taught as well.

HIGHWAY
Focus: Longer trip highway driving at higher speeds, high speed passing.

Route: The type of highway experience the student has acquired will determine

 which highway route is chosen. Highways that feel more like an interstate are the

 perfect roadway to place a highly skilled rural highway driver. Likewise, if the

 student has little to no experience on the highway, rural highways offer the perfect

 challenge.

INTERSTATE
Focus: Driving, Weave Lane, High “Semi Truck” Traffic, On/Off Ramps, High Speed

Passing, Weave Lane maneuvering.

Route: The focus not being to simply have the student drive straight at 70 mph,

 much of this drive’s emphasis is given on how to properly handle on and off ramps. If

 the student is confident and comfortable, interstates with shorter distances between

 exits equips them to drive at a rate that is still challenging to them while mastering

 the skills needed to properly leave and return to the interstate. Traveling the area of

 interstates where exits are further apart allows the student time to learn traveling at

 faster rates of speed while still having the challenge of on and off ramps.

FINAL
Focus: Travel Time, Trip Planning and Development.

Route: This drive is at the instructor’s discretion. Instructors may look for areas in

 which to further master a specific skill or area of driving, or they may discuss with the

 student what area or route he or she feels would be most beneficial for them.


